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Within reach

e Programs are helping low-income kids realize that college is not just for other people.

By MARY [ANE SMETANEA
ametiniBstartribune.com

i],}'MmﬂJEdmgﬂerufpme
immigrants in 5t Paul, led a dual life
Lmlugh schook one as a striving sto-
dent, the other as a dutifil daughter in
a tradiional family that expected her to help
cook and care for her
Moua succesafully straddled those tao
worlds to go to 5t Olaf College. She's a driv-

en student, but she had help along the way
from groups like the St. Paul nonprofit Ad-
mission Possihle,

Helping low-income students get to col-
lege has pained new urgency with the realiz-
thon that the fastest-growing group of young
people in Minnesota are minorities, many of
them poor and with no family history of high-
er education, It's why Lﬁnlmaﬂrmfm donors and
monprofits ane targeting college prep
and scholarship programs, The most recent

announcensent came this week, when health
care executive William McoGuire announced
bt wras giving millions to that cagse,

The numbers are starle, Less than half of
low-income and minority students gradu-
ate from high schoal on time, according to
A 2004 Citizen's Lesiue report on the futore
of Minnesota higher education.

Higher ed continnes: “Where self-interest in-
tersects with commmunity interest.” A% =

# MY PARENTS HAD LOTS OF EXPECTATIONS FOR ME AND WANTED ME TO BE A LEADER.
1HAD NO IDER HOW TO D0 THIE. B Lily Mous, a daughter of Emong tmemigramts vl s ssnice b 5. Ok

STORM GREENER - sgyeeaciilPslafiiiure om
Liky M, pariicipativg in a dinoe chies ot 5t Ofaf i considerirg gradusile sciecl, She fx the frvt in herfamiby bo go to coliege.
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Less tham 5 percent have a
bachelors degres from a Mia-
nesota college within B years
after their freshman year in
high schocl.

Al the sarme [ime, he report
sidd, the number of white high
schonl graduates in Mimmesota
is projected o decline by 19 per-
cent creer the next decads, while
the number of minority high
schonl stodents, who are mone

lileely o be from poor Gamilies,

will increse by 52 percent.
That affects everyone from
to sendor citizens
who will rely on those future
workers to fond their Social
Laird, president of the Minne-
sota Private College Council,
“The way we iovest in these
young people will determine the
standard of living in the fabure™
he said. “This i one of those is-
sues where selfntersst infer-
soCis with commmanity intemest,”
McGukre plans bo give 55 mil-
lion to 810 million to programs
that help low-inoome students
prepare for, enter and sty i
collepe. Earlier this momnsth, tam
Twin Cities communify amd
techmical colleges announced
a 3 million program that will
offier free mition o gualifying
Iore-imcoamie students.

Even with help, it's hand
But getting students foom
low-income families into ool-

lege means fighting not onky  you

poverty but lack of nowledge
and even fesr of what i talkes i
get into college.

The depth of the problem
iz demvonsirated by Destina-
tion 2000, a project run by the
Minneapolis Foundation. In
20001, the project idenrified 450
promized that if they graduat-
ed on time from a Minneap-
ofis or St Paul public school,
they'd get a 10,000 scholar-
ship o a four-year college (half
that arount for 2 two-year col-
lege). Tutors, college visits and
summer camps were offered to
keep those students on track.

Of ithe original 450 students
whir could heree joined the poo-
gram, 368 signed up. Five years
lter, omly 230 students re-
i,

“The real attrition kappened
in the Frst year to year and a
half" said Ernrmust Carsomn, Min-
neapolis Foundation president,
Eids dropped out because fam-
il mowed in search of afford-
able housing and jobs and be-

HELP FOR LOW-INCOME STUDENTS
The Power of ¥ou Two years of free tuition to needy city rest-

dents wha

or feceive o GED from public high schools

in Minneapolisand St Pal this spring, Students st attend

Minneapolis

and Technical Callege (MCTC) or 5t

Paul College, both two-year schoals. In 2007, four-pear Metro:
poditan Stabe University will join the progmmn.

So far more than 5450000 has been ralsed from General Mills,
&t Paul Travelders and the Perlman Pamily Foundation,

The MoGaie

: UnitedHealth Group CED D, William

MicGuire has pledped 55 mdllioa to 10 million fomopand Learmn-
ingWiarks at Blake, which works with seventh- and eighth-grad-
high skl jumnicrs amd seniors. [§ also will create a MoGoine
Scholars program at the University of Mirmesota's Twin Cities
camnpus, ensalling about 50t 80 studerts a year oer foar years,

cansg of other family ssoes.
It's easier now o keep sto-
alemnts; bosmether ag.a proasp, Carson
said, because a5 they move into
middle and high schools they are
ol 215 daattered. T makoe the pos-

He sees his younger self in
the program's studemts. His
parests wanied him to pet an
echscation, he sid, but because
they'd mever been to college
they couldn't help musch.

1 shovweed up af Morehouse
[College] never having visited
Arlanta before,” Carsom said,
=My [xther was there for a day
and said, "Well, son, do the bast
can™

In contrast, his own dawgh-
ter lag two parents who have
PhuDhs. She's been talking about
college since third and fourth
grade, he said.

“Ir's all abinst pareni orients-
tion and " Carson
said. “Tt's very diffical for parenis
whi chid ot b academie se-
crss themsehes o be the prima-
ry dispereey on how to decipher
d:emloa#p-n:eu.Fim:nlaui

there,” Gilman said. “The chal-
e, brite as i sounds, s o get
students to realize their poten-
tial™

Thie ‘ancoal’ factor

Another challenge = to
combat teen culbure that, es-

ple do not do well on a fest,
they set the norm that there's
something wrong with those
who do well,” he sasd. “Part of
thiz is & way for kids to main-
umtheummnfm
i they're filing "

Moua, whe i5 one of 12 chal-
direm, was torn betwesn cultur-
al pressure to play a traditonsl
ol i her fGamily and ber moth-
er's comviction that in America,
amything was possible.

“My parents had lots of ex-
pectations for me and wanted
mi to be a leader,” Mowa said,
“I had no idea how to do this™

When Mouna was for
Achmassion Possible, she saad, it
opentd doors, helping ber pre-

pare for sdmizsion tests, axpos-
imgz hoer to other collepe-Toumd
students and helping her with
applications, scholarships and
financial sid. Now a senbor af
5t Olaf with majors in sociol-
oy amd ghe hac
studied In Thailand, Tamea-
nia, China and Vietnam and &
thinking aboast going to grado-
ate school to smdy social poli-
cy. She thinks she might like o
teach in o community college,

+ Mo agrees with Carsom thas
asinghe college degree can rans-
foren families by mabdng tdee pos-
sibvility of colbege resd. 1's alresdy
happenmg i her fnily Mous
mﬂtﬁ:mmmuﬂhp.[h:

*They see that if Lily can do
it, I can do it too,” Moua said,

My Jadie Seianka « §12-67 373080



